The Reason For God: Intro 

1. How do you feel about discussing your faith? / Do you like it when Xns share their faith?

2. What is the place of reason in religion?

Why this book? 
The Gulf War
98-99 | There is a great gulf today … We don’t reason with the other side; we only denounce.

1. Can this be solved by calling for more civility and dialogue?

a. Arguments depend on commonly held reference 
b. fundamental understandings of reality conflict

Apologetics of a thousand dishes
Stop bringing dishes to their table!

The Challenge
1. How should believers deal with doubts?
2. How should nonbelievers deal with doubts?
206-7 | I recommend that each side look at doubt in a radically new way. Let’s begin with believers. A faith without some doubts is like a human body without any antibodies in it. People who blithely go through life 

211-13 | Only if you struggle long and hard with objections to your faith will you be able to provide grounds for your beliefs to skeptics, including yourself, that are plausible rather than ridiculous or offensive.

214-16 | But even as believers should learn to look for reasons behind their faith, skeptics must learn to look for a type of faith hidden within their reasoning. All doubts, however skeptical and cynical they may seem, are really a set of alternate beliefs.
Every doubt, therefore, is based on a leap of faith.

229-30 | The only way to doubt Christianity rightly and fairly is to discern the alternate belief under each of your doubts and then to ask yourself what reasons you have for believing it. How do you know your belief is true?
Benefits
1. If you remain the skeptic or believer you have been, you will hold your own position with both greater clarity and greater humility.
2. Xn – confidence, trust in God, your faith, 
3. Finding and following God’s heart

a. Masterpiece – knowing God
b. Ex: science, charity, missions, personal life

Chapter 4
Common Complaints
The Charge
969-71 | “I have to doubt any religion that has so many fanatics and hypocrites,” insisted Helen, a law student. “There are so many people who are not religious at all who are more kind and even more moral than many of the Christians I know.”

971-72 | “The church has a history of supporting injustice, of destroying culture,” responded Jessica,

980-81 | Many people who take an intellectual stand against Christianity do so against a background of personal disappointment with Christians and churches. 

986-87 | was resisting the way that a particular person, in the name of Christianity, was trying to exercise power over him.

So we have to address the behavior of Christians—individual and corporate—
1. If Christianity is the truth, why are so many non-Christians living better lives than the Christians?
2. Why has the institutional church supported war, injustice, and violence over the years?
3. Why would we want to be together with so many smug, self-righteous, dangerous fanatics?
Religion and Violence

Doesn’t orthodox religion lead inevitably to violence?

1023-25 | Hitchens: religion takes racial and cultural differences and aggravates them. “Religion is not unlike racism,” he writes. “One version of it inspires and provokes the other. Religion has been an enormous multiplier of tribal suspicion and hatred….”
True? Examples?

1027-29 | Christian nations institutionalized imperialism, violence, and oppression through the Inquisition and the African slave trade. [also other religions]
Something Worse: Irreligion and Violence

1. The record of secularism

2. How many killed by Inquisition? (4000/350)
3. How many killed by anti-Xn govts in 20th century?

1031-37 | Communist Russian, Chinese, and Cambodian regimes … rejected all organized religion and belief in God. A forerunner of all these was the French Revolution, which rejected traditional religion for human reason. … all rational and secular, yet each produced massive violence against its own people without the influence of religion. Why? Alister McGrath points out that when the idea of God is gone, a society will “transcendentalize” something else ... The Marxists made the State into such an absolute, while the Nazis did it to race and blood.

Even the ideals of liberty and equality can be used in this way in order to do violence to opponents.
340-43 | The 20th century gave rise to one of the greatest and most distressing paradoxes of human history: that the greatest intolerance and violence of that century were practiced by those who believed that religion caused intolerance and violence.
So … how to decide?

Hypocrisy (group discussion)
1. Shouldn’t Christians on the whole be much better people than everyone else? Why or why not?
2. Why is is that non-Xns can be better/nicer than Xns?

3. What do you think of the following: “It is often the case that people whose lives have been harder and who are “lower on the character scale” are more likely to recognize their need for God and turn to Christianity. So we should expect that many Christians’ lives would not compare to that of non-Christians.”
What does the Bible tell us about these questions?

1. Mistaken belief about Xty. Common grace – Jas 1:17 – “every act of goodness … is empowered by God.”

2. Christian theology admits the flawed character of real Christians. Central message of Bible is we can only have a relationship with God by sheer grace. 

1006-10 | Growth in character and changes in behavior occur in a gradual process after a person becomes a Christian. … the church will be filled with immature and broken people who still have a long way to go emotionally, morally, and spiritually. As the saying has it: “The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.”

1016-19 | (ex: Imagine if I weren’t)
Fanaticism
1. What do you expect people at church to be like?
2. What is a fanatic? Describe a fanatic. Describe a Christian fanatic.
1051-53 | Many people try to understand Christians along a spectrum from “nominalism” at one end to “fanaticism” on the other. A nominal Christian is someone who is Christian in name only, who does not practice it and perhaps barely believes it. A fanatic is someone who is thought to over-believe and over-practice Christianity. In this schematic, the best kind of Christian would be someone in the middle
1054-56 | problem with this approach: assumes that the Christian faith is a basically a form of moral improvement. Intense Christians would therefore be intense moralists or, as they were called in Jesus’s time, Pharisees.

Pharisaic people assume they are right with God because of their moral behavior and right doctrine.

Answer: A Fuller Fanaticism

1. What is the essence of Christianity?
2. How should we respond to salvation by grace?
3. How does this relate to the issue of fanaticism?

a. Should be humbled, grateful servants to God and man

b. Jesus critiques the religious

c. True religion (Isa 58)

d. God can be reached only via repentance, giving up power

e. Self-righteous religion is always marked by insensitivity to issues of social justice (ex: Jesus among other gods)

f. Tools for analysis and unflinching critique of religiously supported injustice from within the faith
g. If we abandon Xty, no resources for correction
1061-63 | Think of people you consider fanatical. They’re overbearing, self-righteous, opinionated, insensitive, and harsh. Why? It’s not because they are too Christian but because they are not Christian enough.
 They are fanatically zealous and courageous, but they are not fanatically humble, sensitive, loving, empathetic, forgiving, or understanding—as Christ was.

1070-74 | Marx … was unoriginal in his critique of religion—the Bible beat him to it! Jesus conducts a major critique of religion. His famous Sermon on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5, 6, and 7) does not criticize irreligious people, but rather religious ones. In his famous discourse the people he criticizes pray, give to the poor, and seek to live according to the Bible, but they do so in order to get acclaim and power for themselves.

1076-78 | In his teaching, Jesus continually says to the respectable and upright, “The tax collectors and the prostitutes enter the kingdom before you” (Matthew 21:31). He continuously condemns in white-hot language their legalism, self-righteousness, bigotry,

1106-11 | the pre-Christian northern European tribes, like the Anglo-Saxons, had societies based on the concept of honor. They were shame-based cultures in which earning and insisting upon respect from others was paramount. The Christian monks who were trying to convert them had a set of values based on charity, on wanting the best for others. … imagine seeing a little old lady coming down the street at night carrying a big purse. Why not just knock her over and take the purse and its money? The answer of an honor-shame culture is that you do not take her purse, because if you pick on the weak you would be a despicable person. No one would

1114-17 | Over the years Sommerville found that the overwhelming majority of his students reasoned according to the second, other-regarding ethic. As a historian, he then showed them how Christian their moral orientation was. Christianity changed those honor-based cultures in which pride was valued rather than humility, dominance rather than 

1119-21 | The shortcomings of the church can be understood historically as the imperfect adoption and practice of the principles of the Christian gospel. Sommerville says that when the Anglo-Saxons first heard the Christian gospel message they were incredulous. They couldn’t see how any society could survive that did not fear and respect strength. When they did convert,

Slavery
1. Did Christians institute/support slavery?
2. How was slavery abolished?

1134-38 | Although it has been fashionable to deny it, anti-slavery doctrines began to appear in Christian theology soon after the decline of Rome and were accompanied by the eventual disappearance of slavery in all but the fringes of Christian Europe. 
When Europeans subsequently instituted slavery in the New World, they did so over strenuous papal opposition, a fact that was conveniently “lost” from history until recently. Finally, the abolition of New World slavery was initiated and achieved by Christian activists.
1141-44 | Christian activists such as William Wilberforce [>45 yrs] in Great Britain, John Woolman in America, and many, many others devoted their entire lives, in the name of Christ, to ending slavery. 
The slave trade was so tremendously lucrative that there was enormous incentive within the church to justify it. Many church leaders defended the institution. The battle for self-correction was titanic.14

1146-48 | the Abolitionists in the House of Commons. They agreed to compensate the planters for all freed slaves, an astounding sum up to half of the British government’s annual budget. The Act of Emancipation passed in 1833, and the costs were so high to the British people that one historian called the British abolition of slavery “voluntary econocide.”

1150-53 | the history of abolition is puzzling because most historians believe all political behavior is self-interested. Yet despite the fact that hundreds of scholars over the last fifty years have looked for ways to explain it, Temperley says, “no one has succeeded in showing that those who campaigned for the end of the slave trade…stood to gain in any tangible way…
Racism

1. Why didn’t white northern liberals -- who were the allies of the African-American civil rights leaders -- support civil disobedience or a direct attack on segregation?
2. What empowered rank-and-file African-Americans to insist on justice despite the violent opposition to their demands?

3. When Martin Luther King, Jr., confronted racism in the white church in the South, did he call on Southern churches to become more secular or more Christian?
1163-64 | He called white Christians to be more true to their own beliefs and to realize what the Bible really teaches. He did not say “Truth is relative and everyone is free to determine what is right or wrong for them.”

1168-69 | The greatest champion of justice in our era knew the antidote to racism was not less Christianity, but a deeper and truer Christianity.

1179-81 | Poland in the early 1980s. When he was murdered by the secret police, 250,000 people came to his funeral, including Lech Walesa, whose Solidarity movement would help bring down the Communist government.

1183-85 | Romero of El Salvador. Romero was made archbishop for his conservative, orthodox, doctrinal views. In his new post he saw irrefutable evidence of chronic and violent human rights abuses by the government. He began to speak out fearlessly against it, and as a result he was shot to death in 1980 while saying Mass.

The Consequences of Ideas

Deficient understanding of the world, of current events, of history (ex: puzzled over abolition)

1156-59 | David L. Chappell demonstrates that it was not a political but primarily a religious and spiritual movement. White Northern liberals who were the allies of the African-American civil rights leaders were not proponents of civil disobedience or of a direct attack on segregation. Because of their secular belief in the goodness of human nature, they thought that education and enlightenment would bring about inevitable social and racial progress.

1. Marx argued that if you believe in a life after this one you won’t be concerned about making this world a better place. Discuss.

2. Reflect on how God’s grace should affect your life.

3. Is God moving you to be a fanatic?

4. Has God given you a burden to personally help those in need?
1192-94 | Marx argued that if you believe in a life after this one you won’t be concerned about making this world a better place. You can also argue the opposite. If this world is all there is, and if the goods of this world are the only love, comfort, and wealth I will ever have, why should I sacrifice them for others?
