The Reason For God: Intro 

1. How do you feel about discussing your faith? / Do you like it when Christians share their faith? 

2. What do you expect people at church to be like?
Why this book? 
The Gulf War
98-99 | There is a great gulf today … We don’t reason with the other side; we only denounce.

1. Can this be solved by calling for more civility and dialogue?

a. Arguments depend on commonly held reference 
b. fundamental understandings of reality conflict

Apologetics of a thousand dishes
Stop bringing dishes to their table!

The Challenge
1. How should believers deal with doubts?
2. How should nonbelievers deal with doubts?
3. What is the only way for nonbelievers to doubt Christianity “rightly and fairly”?
“Every doubt, therefore, is based on a leap of faith.”
Benefits
?
Chapter 4: Hypocrisy & Fanaticism
The Charge
969-71 | “I have to doubt any religion that has so many fanatics and hypocrites,” insisted Helen, a law student. “There are so many people who are not religious at all who are more kind and even more moral than many of the Christians I know.”

971-72 | “The church has a history of supporting injustice, of destroying culture,” responded Jessica,

980-81 | Many people who take an intellectual stand against Christianity do so against a background of personal disappointment with Christians and churches. 

986-87 | was resisting the way that a particular person, in the name of Christianity, was trying to exercise power over him.

So we have to address the behavior of Christians—individual and corporate—
1. If Christianity is the truth, why are so many non-Christians living better lives than the Christians?
2. Why has the institutional church supported war, injustice, and violence over the years?
3. Why would we want to be together with so many smug, self-righteous, dangerous fanatics?
Hypocrisy

Shouldn’t Christians on the whole be much better people than everyone else? 
Double Grace
1. Why is is that non- Christians can be better/nicer than Christians?

2. What does Christianity say about Christians?

“The church is a hospital for sinners, not a museum for saints.”

Religion and Violence

Doesn’t orthodox religion lead inevitably to violence?

1023-25 | [Hitchens says] religion takes racial and cultural differences and aggravates them. “Religion is not unlike racism,” he writes. “One version of it inspires and provokes the other. Religion has been an enormous multiplier of tribal suspicion and hatred….”
True? Examples?

Something Worse: Irreligion and Violence

1. How many killed by Inquisition?
2. How many killed by anti-Christian govts in 20th century?
3. So … how to decide?

Fanaticism
1. What is a fanatic? Describe a fanatic. Describe a Christian fanatic.

Group Discussion: A Fuller Fanaticism

1. What if, however, the essence of Christianity is salvation by grace?
2. How should we respond to salvation by grace?
3. How has God’s grace affected you personally?
4. How does this relate to the issue of fanaticism?

“They are fanatically zealous and courageous, but they are not fanatically humble, sensitive, loving, empathetic, forgiving, or understanding—as Christ was.”
Slavery
1. Did Christians institute/support slavery?
2. How was slavery abolished?

“The slave trade was so tremendously lucrative that there was enormous incentive within the church to justify it. Many church leaders defended the institution. The battle for self-correction was titanic.”
“The Act of Emancipation passed in 1833, and the costs were so high to the British people that one historian called the British abolition of slavery “voluntary econocide.””
“The history of abolition is puzzling because most historians believe all political behavior is self-interested.”
Racism

1. Why didn’t white Northern liberals -- who were the allies of the African-American civil rights leaders -- support civil disobedience or a direct attack on segregation?
2. What empowered rank-and-file African-Americans to insist on justice despite the violent opposition to their demands?

3. When Martin Luther King, Jr., confronted racism in the white church in the South, did he call on Southern churches to become more secular or more Christian?
The Consequences of Ideas

Deficient understanding of the world, of current events, of history (ex: puzzled over abolition)

1. 1192-94 | Marx argued that if you believe in a life after this one you won’t be concerned about making this world a better place. Discuss.
2. Reflect on how God’s grace should affect your life.

3. Is God moving you to be a fanatic?
4. Has God given you a burden to personally help those in need?

