Chapter 11: The Resurrection
If the President asked you to be one of his “czars,” which would you be? (education, drugs, poverty, etc.)
“Is there any meaning in my life that the inevitable death awaiting me does not destroy?” – Tolstoy
The most important thing about Jesus is not his teachings - it is his resurrection from the dead.  “If Jesus rose from the dead, it changes everything.”
Burdens of proof

Believer: provide evidence for the Resurrection

Nonbeliever: provide a plausible explanation for the birth of the Church

Modern Misconceptions
“People in ancient times were gullible about magic and the supernatural. They were therefore susceptible to mistaken claims that he had risen from the dead. In other cases, people thought they sensed his guiding presence, even after his death. Over time, this developed into stories of a physical resurrection.”

Belief in this scenario is only possible because society is largely ignorant of the historical and cultural context of the Resurrection.
Problem one: Resurrection in letters of Paul
· First accounts of the empty tomb are in the letters of Paul (max. 15 to 20 years after the Cross)

· In first Corinthians 15, Paul publicly invites anyone to question a variety of eyewitnesses

· Historical accounts were transmitted with great care
· Women as the first eyewitnesses

· Empty tomb and encounters of the Jesus must be taken together

Problem two: The Resurrection was inconceivable
· The Greeks and Romans needed salvation as liberation from matter - our weak and corrupt bodies

· To them, physical resurrection was totally undesirable

· The Jews believed only in a resurrection at the end of time & restoration of creation
Fallacy three: Sudden, radically changed worldview
· Strict monotheists worshipping a human being as God

· Bodily resurrection, yet transformed – neither wholly spiritual or resuscitated
· Earliest eyewitnesses died for their beliefs
Bottom line: First-century people found the Resurrection just as inconceivable as today’s skeptic, yet were convinced by the dual witness of _____________________________
Group Discussion
Pick a facilitator and reporter.

1. Suicide bombers are willing to die for their beliefs. Is this different from the disciples’ martyrdom? Does this mean both worldviews are equally valid (or invalid)?
2. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, don’t his teachings still have value? For example, can we still find personal peace or even world peace through his teachings?
