Chapter 11: Religion Versus the Gospel
“Why does it have to be Christianity?”
It's scary because it's true

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

· “An incongruous compound of good and evil”

· What is Jekyll's goal?

· What causes Jekyll to transform initially?

· What does Keller say can act as a “potion” for us?

· What is Jekyll's downfall?

· What does the story show us about the human condition?

[But as] I smiled, comparing myself with other men … at the very moment of that vainglorious thought, a qualm came over me, a horrid nausea and most dreadful shuddering …
The path most taken?

What does Keller say about Religion versus the Gospel?

· What is the attraction of the “religious” paths?

· In these paths, what is the key to becoming a good person? [Act of the will]
In each of these paths, on what you build your identity? What is the result?
· Religious moral behavior, self-righteousness, 
· Irreligious secular pursuit or relationship
· the Gospel

Pharisees
How would each of these tend to judge others?

· Religious conservative less moral and devout
· Religious liberal bigots, narrowminded
How does Keller define Pharisees?
· Keller says that Pharisees “do a lot more spiritual damage” than mature Christians or nonbelievers. How?

· What does Keller say happens when we fail to build our identity on God? (Hint: what do we all struggle for? How do we hope to achieve these?) Sense of worth, purpose, distinctiveness, based on conditions we can never achieve or maintain
· Do Pharisees have lower or higher moral/spiritual standards? How does this affect them?

· How does this affect how they relate to others? bigotry, comparing self with others, insecurity
Grace
How do “religion” and the Gospel differ on the questions of

· Acceptance by God?

· Motivation for obedience?

· Troubles and suffering? God owes … anger at God or self
Postmoderns says the Self is created and strengthened through excluding and devaluing Others of different traits or values. Keller describes how grace solves this problem as well.
“The Christian’s identity is not based on the need to be perceived as ___________, but on _____________”

A good person; God’s valuing of you in Christ
Small Group Discussion

When I was performing up to my standards – in academic work, professional achievement or relationships – I felt confident but not humble. …  When I was not living up to those standards, I felt humble but not confident, a failure.

1. Superiority, inferiority, intimidation, and insecurity. How does the Gospel resolve these problems? Accepted by grace despite flaws; need to admit flaws; yet so loved and valued that Jesus died for me; deep humility yet confidence; no swaggering or sniveling; nothing to prove
If I was saved by my good works … I would be like a taxpayer with “rights” … I would deserve a certain quality of life. But if I am a sinner saved by sheer grace -- then there is nothing he cannot ask of me.

2. If grace demands that we give up control of our life, is it really that free or liberating? We are not in control; all living for something, our idol (or God)
3. How would today’s topic help in discussing the Gospel with someone else?

Something Else

“Only Christ makes it possible for us to have such a radically different life.”

Teachers vs. Saviors

