Chapter 9: The knowledge of God

The secular view of the world leaves most of life unexplained and without a rational foundation. But in this chapter we will see that everybody knows that God exists!
What is morality?
1. Evaluative (“good, bad”)

2. Often works against self-interest
3. Sometimes goes against our own inclinations (the “third voice”)
4. A feeling of obligation

5. A feeling that they should be binding on everyone
6. A believe or feeling that an external moral standard exists by which our own internal moral standards are judged

What if someone doesn’t believe that morality is absolute?
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”Hey! You shouldn’t do that!”

Darwinian dilemmas
Altruism
Low altruism: 
· expecting something in return
· e.g. mother rescuing her kids, “two brothers or eight cousins”
· underlying principle: _____________
High altruism: 

· no expectation of reward

· risking life of stranger, giving blood

· “altruism towards strangers is a behavior not supported by natural selection” (Ernst Mayr, a leading evolutionary biologist)

Human rights versus relativism
“If all cultures are relative, then so is the idea of universal human rights, so how can I decide to impose my values on this culture?”

Individual freedom, women's rights, children's rights, human rights, human dignity, equal rights, etc. are western concepts, yet even relativists in the West believe they should be universal.

We ain't natural

Darwinism says we are all in a constant competition with each other to survive. In nature, we see the strong ruling the weak.
Darwin’s real legacy

· “National Socialism is nothing but applied biology,” (deputy Party leader of the Nazis, Rudolf Hess)

· “existence is subject to the law of eternal struggle and strife….where the strong are always the masters of the weak and where those subject to such laws must obey them or be destroyed.” (Hitler, Mein Kampf)

· “Therefore … we cannot admit that one race is equal to another. By recognizing that they are different, the völkisch concept separates mankind into races of superior and inferior quality.” (ibid.)

Group Discussion

1. Think of an action or behavior that you know is morally wrong.

2. Have your group choose one of these behaviors to discuss:

a. Suppose God doesn’t exist. Is this behavior still wrong?

b. If yes, come up with a convincing argument to explain why.
3. “No one should impose their moral views on others.” Is this a workable view? Why or why not?
So where does morality come from?

1. God?

2. Nature?
3. Society? The majority? “Sez who?”
“The concept of moral obligation is unintelligible apart from the idea of God. The words remain, but their meaning is gone.” (non-Christian philosopher Richard Taylor)
Meaning or despair?
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