The Reason For God: Intermission 

1. Whether you’re a Christian or non-Christian, what is your faith based on?
Strong rationalism: “It is wrong always, everywhere, and for anyone, to believe anything on insufficient evidence. ” (W.K. Clifford). Discuss questions 1-3 within groups:
1. Is this a reasonable position?

2. To what extent can God’s existence be proven?
3. Ayn Rand said “[Faith is] blind belief, belief unsupported by, or contrary to, the facts of reality and the conclusions of reason. Faith, as such, is extremely detrimental to human life: it is the negation of reason.” Do you agree?

4. Keller says that all arguments are rationally avoidable in the end. Do you agree with this? Does this apply to science as well?

Richard Swinburne argues that belief in God lead us to expect the things that we observe: the existence of the universe be scientific laws, conscious moral beings etc., whereas the opposite view does not lead us to expect any of these things.

"Look into the Sun" versus "look at what the Sun shows us."

The Reason For God: The Clues of God

Do you believe the “clues versus proof” approach is more helpful? Why or why not?

The Big Bang

"Almost everyone now believes that the universe, and time itself, and the beginning of the Big Bang." - Stephen Hawking
1. Why is this such a powerful clue?

2. What does this tell us about the cause of the universe?

The Welcome Mat

“How big was the original phase-space volume W that the Creator had to aim for in order to provide a universe compatible with the second law of thermodynamics and with what we now observe? …
"This now tells us how precise the creator's aim must have been: namely to an accuracy of one part in 1010123
“This is an extraordinary figure. One could not possibly even write the number down in full, in the ordinary denary notation; it would be '1' followed by 10123 successive '0's!” - Roger Penrose The Emperor's New Mind (New York: Penguin books 1991), p 344

“A commonsense interpretation of the facts suggests that a super intellect has monkeyed with physics, as well as chemistry and biology, and that there are no blind forces worth speaking about in nature. The numbers one calculates from the facts seem to me so overwhelming as to put this conclusion almost beyond question.” - atheist astronomer Fred Hoyle

“I think they are clearly religious implications.” - Stephen Hawking

Is this clue rationally avoidable? How? Do the alternatives seem rational to you? Examples: four aces, firing squad.

The regularity of nature
Can we prove that the natural laws will always apply?

Beauty
What effect does great art, music, scenery, etc. have on you?

1. What is the Darwinistic Explanation for beauty, bravery and love?
2. What is the Christian explanation?

3. How is this a clue for God?

Brought back by Bach.

The Clue-Killer

Evolutionists argue that belief in God, love, morality, etc. are basically just illusions that help us to survive. 

1. What does this imply about thoughts, and our knowledge of the world?
2. How does this backfire?

"The horrid doubt always arises whether the convictions of man's mind, which has been developed from the mind of the lower animals, are of any value or at all trustworthy." – Darwin

Know anything?
1. What are our sources for beliefs about the past? 
2. How do we know these are reliable?

3. Present? 
4. Future?
