THE (TRUE) STORY OF THE CROSS

The Reason for God

John Tung, November 8, 2009

Opening Question: Name an unforgettable gift that you have received? (Could be money, item, or an action).
Why Did Jesus Have to Die?
Two Reasons: 
A.
Real Forgiveness Is Costly Suffering

Keller’s example:
Demand that the driver pay for it

Pay for it yourself

Both of you share the payment

Point: __________________ has to _________ the cost.  The debt does not disappear into thin air without someone paying for it.

B.
Real Love Is a Personal Exchange

Keller says that “in the real world, it is impossible to love people with a problem or a need without in some sense sharing or even changing places with them” (193).
He gives 3 examples of this:

1. Emotionally wounded people 

2. Come into contact with a man who is innocent

3.
Parenting 
This exchange Keller also calls, “______________________ sacrifice” (194).

John Stott: “The essence of sin is we human brings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for us.  We … put ourselves where only God deserves to be; God … puts himself where we deserve to be.”

This can also called “The Great _____________________.”
These two reasons point to why Jesus _________ to die on our behalf – the _________________
Small group discussions: (15-20 mins.)
· Think of a time where you had to forgive someone for something they did.  What did it “cost” you to forgive that person?
· Think of a time or a set of times where you had to give of yourself in order to show your love for someone.  Share what it was and the occasion for it.  Was it easy or hard for you to do so?  Why did you have to give of yourself to show your love?
Small group instructions: 4 people per group. 

Assign 1 person to be facilitator and move questions along, making sure everyone gets to answer. Watch the time. I will give time signal.

Assign 1 person to be reporter and summary the group’s discussion. 

Whole class comes back together to hear each other’s reports.

Whole Class Reporting

2/3 Point Class Questionnaire results:
THE (TRUE) STORY OF THE CROSS

The Reason for God

John Tung, November 8, 2009

Opening Question: Name an unforgettable gift that you have received?  (Could be money, item, or an action). (10 mins.)

Why Did Jesus Have to Die? (15 mins.)

Two Reasons: 

A.
Real Forgiveness Is Costly Suffering

Keller uses the example of someone who borrows your car, and backs up out of the driveway and hits a gate and parts of a wall.  Your property insurance doesn’t cover the damage to the gate and the wall.  What are the options that Keller says you have?

Demand that the driver pay for it

Pay for it yourself

Both of you share the payment

Point: someone has to bear the cost.  The debt does not disappear into thin air without someone paying for it.

What do you think about this concept?

But besides property damage, there are also in life possible damage to one’s happiness, reputation, opportunity or freedom, which are hard to put a price tag on, but nevertheless carry a “price.”

Keller calls these: “the costly suffering and death of forgiveness” (190).

Why does he call forgiveness costly and even requiring a form of death? (192).y3

monetary cost, there are also emotional and relational costs.

B.
Real Love Is a Personal Exchange

Keller says that “in the real world, it is impossible to love people with a problem or a need without in some sense sharing or even changing places with them” (193).

He gives 3 examples of this:

3. Emotionally wounded people – they may feel stronger and more affirmed as you listen, love and talk to them, but in order for that to happen, you in some very real ways are being emotionally drained yourself.

4. Come into contact with a man who is innocent –he’s being hunted down by the secret police or by government agents. If you decide to help him, you will be in mortal danger and become vulnerable, but he will feel more safe and secure.

3.
Parenting – parents have to give up much of their own independence and freedom for years in order to care and love their child.  “To love your children well, you must decrease that they may increase” (194).

Can anyone share an example of this in their life: Parenting? Friendship?

This exchange Keller also calls, “substitutional sacrifice” (194).

John Stott: “The essence of sin is we human brings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence of salvation is God substituting himself for us.  We … put ourselves where only God deserves to be; God … puts himself where we deserve to be.”

This can also called “The Great Exchange.”

These two reasons point to why Jesus had to die on our behalf – the Cross
Small group discussions: (15-20 mins.)

· Think of a time where you had to forgive someone for something they did.  What did it “cost” you to forgive that person?
· Think of a time or a set of times where you had to give of yourself in order to show your love for someone.  Share what it was and the occasion for it.  Was it easy or hard for you to do so?  Why did you have to give of yourself to show your love?

Small group instructions: 4 people per group. 

Assign 1 person to be facilitator and move questions along, making sure everyone gets to answer. Watch the time. I will give time signal.

Assign 1 person to be reporter and summary the group’s discussion. 

Whole class comes back together to hear each other’s reports.

Whole Class Reporting (10 mins.)

2/3 Point Class Questionnaire results: (2 mins.)

People find reading the book challenging

But they find the topics to be important

They like small group discussions

Closing Prayer (1 min.)
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