THE PROBLEM OF SIN

The Reason for God

John Tung, October 25, 2009

Opening Question: If you could select only one of the following, which one of would you choose and why: go to the Championship Game of your favorite sports team, attend a concert of your favorite performing artist or have dinner with your favorite celebrity? (Name which team/artist/celebrity is your favorite?)

Transition: Our _____________ things can become an ___________ if we allow it to get to a ____________ place in our life than God.

So, sin is not primarily about “____________ divine rules,” but according to the first Commandment, it is about “having no other _________ before me” (162).

Definitions of “Sin”:

· Soren Kierkegaard: “Sin is: in despair not wanting to be oneself before God. . . . Faith is: that the self in being itself and wanting to be itself is grounded transparently in God” (The Sickness Unto Death, 1849, cited in TRFG, 162).  

· “Sin is the despairing refusal to find your deepest identity in your relationship and service to God. Sin is seeking to become oneself, to get an identity, apart from him” (TRFG, 162).

· “Sin is the making of good things into ultimate things” (162).

· “Sin is building our identities and self-worth on anything other than God” (162).  

· “It is seeking to establish a sense of self by making something else more central to your significance, purpose, and happiness than your relationship to God” (162).

· “[Kierkegaard means that] everyone gets their identity, their sense of being distinct and valuable, from somewhere or something” (162).

This something could be:

· Athletic achievement

· Romantic love (love partner)

· Work & career

· Grades

· Family and giving service to society (in more traditional cultures)

· Achievements, social status, talents, love relationships (in contemporary individualistic culture)

· Wielding power

· Human approval

· Self-discipline and control

· Anything… (“An infinite variety of identity-bases”)

· Our hearts are “idol factories”

“Everyone is building their ______________ on something” (164).

 What do you notice about this list of things?  They’re all ____________ things.

 “Sin is the making of ___________ things into ultimate things” (162).

(From TRFG, 275-6):

	If your God-substitutes are: 
	Then the Brokenness and Damage in your life will be:

	Spouse or partner
	Emotionally dependent, jealous, controlling. The other person’s problems will be overwhelming to you.

	Family and children
	Trying to live your life through your children until they resent you or have no self of their own. At worst, you may abuse them when they displease you.

	Work and career
	A driven workaholic and a boring, shallow person. At worst, you will lose family and friends, and, if your career goes poorly, develop deep depression.

	Money and possessions
	Eaten up by worry or jealousy about money. You’ll be willing to do unethical things to maintain your lifestyle, which will eventually blow up your life.

	Pleasure, gratification, and comfort
	Finding yourself getting addicted to something. You will become chained to the ‘escape strategies’ by which you avoid the hardness of life.

	Relationships and approval
	Constantly overly hurt by criticism and thus always losing friends. You will fear confronting others and therefore will be a useless friend.

	“A noble cause”
	Divide the world into ‘good’ and ‘bad’ and demonize your opponents. Ironically, you will be controlled by your enemies. Without them, you have no purpose.

	Religion and morality
	If you are living up to your moral standards, be proud, self-righteous, and cruel. If you don’t live up to your standards, your guilt will be utterly devastating.


Small group discussions:

· Discuss this chart.  Discuss what you find interesting about this chart.  Discuss whether you see this in your and other people’s lives.  How is it reflected in people’s lives?

· Discuss why human beings turn “good things into ultimate things” and thus make them into idols?

Small group instructions: 4 people per group. 

Assign 1 person to be facilitator and move questions along, making sure everyone gets to answer. Watch the time. I will give time signal.

Assign 1 person to be reporter and summary the group’s discussion. 

Whole class comes back together to hear each other’s reports.

Whole Class Reporting

2/3 Point Class Questionnaire
THE PROBLEM OF SIN

The Reason for God

John Tung, October 25, 2009

Opening Question: If you could select only one of the following, which one of would you choose and why: go to the Championship Game of your favorite sports team, attend a concert of your favorite performing artist or have dinner with your favorite celebrity? (Name which team/artist/celebrity is your favorite?) (10 minutes)
Transition: Our favorite things can become an idol if we allow it to get to a larger place in our life than God.

So, sin is not primarily about “breaking divine rules,” but according to the first Commandment, it is about “having no other gods before me” (162).

Definitions of “Sin”: (10 minutes)
· Soren Kierkegaard, “Sin is: in despair not wanting to be oneself before God. . . . Faith is: that the self in being itself and wanting to be itself is grounded transparently in God” (The Sickness Unto Death, 1849, cited in TRFG, 162).  “Sin is the despairing refusal to find your deepest identity in your relationship and service to God. Sin is seeking to become oneself, to get an identity, apart from him” (TRFG, 162).

· “Sin is the making of good things into ultimate things” (162).
· “Sin is building our identities and self-worth on anything other than God” (162).  

· “It is seeking to establish a sense of self by making something else more central to your significance, purpose, and happiness than your relationship to God” (162).
· “[Kierkegaard means that] everyone gets their identity, their sense of being distinct and valuable, from somewhere or something” (162).
This something could be:

· Athletic achievement

· Romantic love (love partner)

· Work & career

· Grades

· Family and giving service to society (in more traditional cultures)
· Achievements, social status, talents, love relationships (in contemporary individualistic culture)

· Wielding power

· Human approval

· Self-discipline and control

· Anything… (“An infinite variety of identity-bases”)
· Our hearts are “idol factories”

“Everyone is building their identity on something” (164).

 What do you notice about this list of things?  They’re all good things.
 “Sin is the making of good things into ultimate things” (162).
So, ….

(From TRFG, 275-6):
	If your God-substitutes are: 
	Then the Brokenness and Damage in your life will be:

	Spouse or partner
	Emotionally dependent, jealous, controlling. The other person’s problems will be overwhelming to you.

	Family and children
	Trying to live your life through your children until they resent you or have no self of their own. At worst, you may abuse them when they displease you.

	Work and career
	A driven workaholic and a boring, shallow person. At worst, you will lose family and friends, and, if your career goes poorly, develop deep depression.

	Money and possessions
	Eaten up by worry or jealousy about money. You’ll be willing to do unethical things to maintain your lifestyle, which will eventually blow up your life.

	Pleasure, gratification, and comfort
	Finding yourself getting addicted to something. You will become chained to the ‘escape strategies’ by which you avoid the hardness of life.

	Relationships and approval
	Constantly overly hurt by criticism and thus always losing friends. You will fear confronting others and therefore will be a useless friend.

	“A noble cause”
	Divide the world into ‘good’ and ‘bad’ and demonize your opponents. Ironically, you will be controlled by your enemies. Without them, you have no purpose.

	Religion and morality
	If you are living up to your moral standards, be proud, self-righteous, and cruel. If you don’t live up to your standards, your guilt will be utterly devastating.


How do you know when something has become an ultimate thing - an idol?  Keller in Counterfeit Gods, says that when you become inconsolable at the loss of a particular thing, it has become your idol.  He means that there is a difference between sorrow and despair.  Sorrow is natural when you lose something important and precious to you, but when go into despair over the loss of something or someone, that might have become an idol to you.

20 minutes for small group discussions:

Discuss this chart.  Discuss what you find interesting about this chart.  Discuss whether you see this in your and other people’s lives.  How is it reflected in people’s lives?

Discuss why human beings turn “good things into ultimate things” and thus make them into idols?

Small group instructions: 4 people per group. 

Assign 1 person to be facilitator and move questions along, making sure everyone gets to answer. Watch the time. I will give time signal.

Assign 1 person to be reporter and summary the group’s discussion. 

Whole class comes back together to hear each other’s reports.

Class Reporting (10 minutes)
Simone Weil: “All sins are attempts to fill voids because we cannot stand the God-shaped hole inside of us, we try stuffing it full of all sorts of things, but only God may fill it” (160).

Idols are not evil things, but good things.

We need to achieve “low self-esteem” in order to recognize our sin (161).

Simone Weil: “One has only the choice between God and idolatry” (166). Discuss this.

“If one denies God … one is worshipping some things of this world in the belief that one sees them only as such, but in fact, though unknown to oneself imagining the attributes of Divinity in them” (166).

“A life not centered on God leads to emptiness” (166). Discuss this idea.

“2/3 Point” The Reason for God Sunday School Class Questionnaire:

Questions: 

In light of the class lessons so far - “The Church Is Responsible for So Much Injustice,” “How Can a Loving God Send People to Hell?” “Science Has Disproved Christianity,” “You Can’t Take the Bible Literally,” Intermission, Clues of God and The Knowledge of God - has the SS class changed your perception of God (hopefully for the better)?  If so, how has your perceptions of God changed?

Do you do the chapter readings before the class?  How much of the book have you read?
On a scale of 1-10 (with 10 being “most important”), how important do you think the materials in this book are for us to know?

As a result of studying these chapters, do you feel more confident about discussing Christianity?
What do you find hard about the class?

Do you have any suggestions to enhance the class?

What do you like about the class?
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