HOW CAN A LOVING GOD SEND PEOPLE TO HELL?
Key Question: Can God Be Both a God of Love and a God of Judgment? (contradictory?)

Introduction (5-8 mins):
· Have you struggled with this question? or 

· Do you know people who have asked you this question? Please describe how you rebutted them when confronted with this question.

Main Reasons Articulated By Keller To Rebut This Skeptic’s Argument (15-20 mins):

· Skeptic: “A God of Judgment Simply Can’t Exist.”

· Christian: Cultural Frame of Reference
· Keller asserts that many “secular Westerners are upset by Christian doctrines of hell but they find Biblical teaching about turning the other cheek and forgiving enemies appealing… In traditional societies and (other cultures), turning the other cheek makes absolutely no sense, offends people’s deepest instincts about what is right”

· Do you buy his argument above? Why or what not?
· Skeptic: “A God of Judgment Can’t Be a God of Love.”

· Christian: “God’s wrath flows from his love and delight in his creation.”

·  He is angry at evil and injustice because it is destroying peace and integrity.”

· Skeptic: “A Loving God would not allow hell.”

· Christian: God gives people free choice in the matter. 
· In short, hell is simply one’s freely chosen identity apart from God on a “trajectory into infinity” (p. 78). In other words, those who end up in hell chose that destination by rejecting God. 
Small Group Breakout (20 mins):  Read Luke 16:19-31
Answer the following questions:
· In verse 24, even though the rich man was in hell, he still treated Lazarus as a servant. What would have motivated him to do that? In verse 25, how was Abraham’s posture toward the rich man different from the rich man’s toward Lazarus? Why might Abraham have referred to the rich man as “son?”

· In verse 24, the rich man asked Lazarus to serve him but he didn’t ask to be released from hell. Why not? Likewise, in verses 27–28, the rich man asked Lazarus to serve his brothers but in verse 31, Abraham said it would not work. Why not? What would have worked?

· How does this passage connect God’s judgment and the rich man’s choice? Does this challenge any of your assumptions about God?

Sharing of Small Group Discussions (10 mins)
Conclusion: Depending on one’s cultural frame of reference, it is appropriate to assume that God is both a God of Love and Judgment. His wrath stems from his love for us just as how parents discipline their kids. Those end up in hell opted to do so by rejecting God. 
Kenny Kan (kwtkan@hotmail.com)
