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A. Tu, 12/6/09

The Gospel of Mark: Introduction

References: Adapted from Mark teaching series by William L. Lane. Christ Community Church (Franklin, TN). 1998.

What is a Gospel?

1) Gospel

a) “gospel”  –    oral
 message (Mark 1:1, 1:14)

b) “Gospel” –    written

 document (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)

i) New form of literature: Gospel =

A passion narrative with a long introduction


ii) The Three Building Blocks of a Gospel

(1) Kerygma: 
the apostolic 
preaching
 of the 
    deeds
(ministry) of Jesus

(2) Didache: 
the apostolic 
teaching
 of the 
    words
 of Jesus

(3) The  Passion    narrative: Lat. patio, “I suffer” – suffering, crucifixion, & resurrection of Jesus

Background

1) Structure and Content

a)     16        chapters

b) Narrative

i) Action after action with focus on Jesus: 

(1) What Jesus 
does
; His person > Jesus’ teaching

(2) Jesus’ humanness

(3) His divine  authority
, His mission as a suffering 
Servant
, and His divine   Sonship

ii) Little editorial by Mark

c) Journey – Jesus on the Go
i) Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (1:1-8:26)

(1) Prologue (1:1-13)

(2) Early Galilean Ministry (1:14-6:44)

(3) Later Galilean Ministry (6:45-9:50)

ii) Jerusalem and the Passion (8:27-16:8)

(1) The Road to Jerusalem (10:1-52)

(2) Jerusalem Ministry (11:1-13:37)

(3) Passion, Resurrection (14:1-16:8) and Ascension (16:9-20)
d) Some Literary Devices

i)  Sandwich

 Technique
(1) A story is interrupted by another story in between: 
 A   -  B  -   A    sequence (ex. Mark 5:21-43)

(2) For further emphasis on theme

ii) Irony: Scribes and Sanhedrin vs. Syrophonecian woman, Bartimaeus; Disciples vs. Family

2) Author: 
John Mark

a) Family

i) Of Jerusalem

ii) Mother named Mary, probably wealthy, had large house for a meeting place (Acts 12:12)

iii) Cousin of Barnabas (Col 4:10)

b) Younger travel companion of   Paul

 and 
Barnabas
 (Acts 13:5)

i) In charge of travel logistics?  travel arrangements, food, lodging

ii) Inexplicable desertion at Perga (Acts 13:13)

iii) Paul and Barnabas split (Acts 15:38)

c) Later

i) Reconciled to Paul (Col 4:10) and helpful to Paul’s ministry (2 Tim 4:11)

ii) With Peter in Rome (1 Pet 5:13)

(a) Behind the Gospel of Mark is the   preaching
 of 
Peter

 (1 Peter 5:13)
3) Purpose

a) To Whom?  
Gentiles


i) Explanations of Jewish words and customs (Mark 7:3-4, 12:18, 14:12, 15:42)

ii) Translates Aramaic and Hebrew into Greek (Mark 3:17, 5:41, 7:11 & 34, 10:46, 14:36, 15:22 & 34)

b) From Where?     Rome
 - 1.5 million people, 14 districts

c) When?

i) Earliest of the 4 Gospels

ii) Mid to late 60s AD of the first century (
65    AD)

d) Why?

i) Mark’s emphasis on Jesus as the suffering Son of God and discipleship (Mark 8:31-9:1, 12:3-13)

ii) Persecution by 
Nero
: Great Fire of Rome (64 AD)
4) Gospel of Mark

a) Born out of 
persecution

 and 
suffering


b) Written for 
hard
 times

c) Strengthen Christians at a time when being a Christian risked arrest and death (1 Pet 4:12-13…5:14)

d) Jesus the Lord suffered like the early Christians

i) Suffering: Mark 1:10-13, 3:19, 4:17, 8:34, 9:49, 10:34, 15:15
Assignment for next week: Read Mark 1
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