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Journey through Judea:
3 Passion Pronouncements

Mark 8:31-10:52

Last Week: Witness to the Gentiles

1) Faith of a Syrophoenician Woman – children’s bread more than enough even for the “little dogs”

2) Feeding of the 4000 vs. Feeding of the 5000

a) 7 loaves and small fish ( 7 baskets (σπυρίδας) & Jews and Gentiles satisfied (χορτασθῆναι)
3) The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida (2 stage healing)

a) Blind Man: Blindness ( Halfway Seeing ( Sight = Disciples: Non-understanding ( Misunderstanding ( Understanding

4) “You are the Christ.” (Mark 8:29)
a) Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him
b) Jesus “on the way” through Judea, to Jerusalem to fulfill his destiny

c) Spoke plainly, not parables (like Mark 2 wedding feast) – boldly, and confidently (Mark 8:32)

OBJECTIVE
Jesus’ Passion Prediction ( Disciples’ 
Failure

 to Understand ( Jesus’ Teaching on Discipleship

a) Passion Prediction #1 (Mark 
8:30s
)

b) Passion Prediction #2 (Mark 
9:30s
)
c) Passion Prediction #3 (Mark 
10:30s
)
INTERPRETATION

1) The Messiah and the Disciple

a) “Who do you say I am?”

i) Who  you
 believe Jesus is shapes who you think you are.
ii) The wrong view of 
Messiahship

 leads to the wrong view of 
discipleship


2) The Disciple’s Messiah

a) Disciple’s “Messiah” 
i) Wrong conception

ii) Liberating king to free Israel from the Roman empire
iii) Our “Messiah”?  Insurance Policy?  Vending Machine?  Good Moral Figure?
b) Disciple’s “discipleship”
i) Greatness, Glory and Power

ii) Tried to make Jesus 
fit
 themselves
iii) Our “discipleship”: Fitting God into our plans

3) Jesus: The Messiah, the Suffering Servant
a) Jesus defining his Messiahship
i) Greek “Christ” = Hebrew “Messiah” = “Anointed”

ii) Anointed for what purpose?  Rejection, Suffering, and Death
b) The Messiah defines the Disciple
i) Discipleship - What does it mean to be a disciple of the Messiah?
ii) Disciple is a follower.  

(1) Following Jesus (v.34) = Identification with and faithfulness to Jesus

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. (Mark 8:34b-35)

4) The Cross

a) Self-Denial


i) No to self
ii) Relinquishing

 all claims and rights of your life to the Savior.  Having empty hands.
b) Suffering


i) To be more like Jesus


ii) If we follow Jesus, we follow in his footsteps of suffering to the cross
c) Service


i) Greatness is not being applauded, but being a servant: sacrifice and humility
ii) Welcoming and protecting the marginalized and lowly (like children)
"He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose." (Jim Eliot)

APPLICATION (Pick ONE)
1) Self-Denial: 

a) What area in your life have you not relinquished or given up to the Lord?



















b) How can you follow Jesus without empty hands?

2) Suffering: 

a) What suffering, stresses, or challenges are you going through now?  



















b) How can you follow Jesus in the midst of your present trial?

3) Service: 

a) What service haven’t you done?  
























d) How can you follow Jesus by not serving?
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