CBCM Winter Sunday School

January 24, 2010

Witness to Gentiles

Mark 7:24-8:29
REVIEW

1) Structure: Parallel
a) Jesus repeating the sequence of acts and teaching (Mark 6:30-8:30)

	(1)
	Parallels
	(2)

	Mark 6:31-44
	Feeding of the Multitude
	Mark 8:1-9

	Mark 6:45-56
	Crossing of the Sea and Landing
	Mark 8:10

	Mark 7:1-23
	Conflict with the Pharisees
	Mark 8:11-13

	Mark 7:24-30
	Conversation about Bread
	Mark 8:14-21

	Mark 7:31-36
	Healing
	Mark 8:22-26

	Mark 7:37
	Confession of Faith
	Mark 8:27-29
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MARK 7:28

28“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs.”

29Then he told her, “For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left yous
daughter.”

30She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone-

The Crowd Marvels at Jesus’ Healings
(104/Matthew 15:29-31)

31Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre/ and went through Sidon, down to the Sea ==

of Galilee™ and into the region of the Decapolis.2” 32There some people brought =
to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk,° and they begged him to place
his hand on? the man.

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the
man’s ears. Then he spit? and touched the man’s tongue. 34He looked up @
heaven’ and with a deep sighs said to him, “Ephphatha!” (which means, “Be
opened!”). 35At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he

36Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. ¥ But the more he did so, the more
they kept talking about it. 3People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has
done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute
speak.”

Jesus Feeds Four Thousand
(105/Matthew 15:32-39)
8 During those days another large crowd gathered. Since they had nothing to eat.
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, 2“T have compassion for these peo-

ple;v they have already been with me three days and have nothing to eat. 3If I send ==
them home hungry, they will collapse on the way, because some of them have
come a long distance.”

4His disciples answered, “But where in this remote place can anyone get enough
bread to feed them?”

5“How many loaves do you have?” Jesus asked.

“Seven,” they replied.

6He told the crowd to sit down on the ground. When he had taken the seven
loaves and given thanks, he broke them and gave them to his disciples to set before
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CONTINUED 7:29 This miracle shows that Jesus’ power over
MINISTRY greatthat he doesn't need to be present phy
After taking a someone. His power transcends any distance.
roundaboutWay | yeiterranean 7:36 Jesus asked the people not to talk about

back to Galilee

5 cause he didn't want to be seen simply as 2
through Decapolis

didn't want the people to miss his real messag=.

(the Ten Cities), so concerned about what Jesus can do for us =&
Jesus returned to ten to his message.

\?vﬁ‘g:: Sgwi:h 8:1ff This is a different miracle from the feema.
leaders ques- scribedin chapter@ Atthat time, those f_ed wers
tioned hiqs author- time Jesus was ministering to a non-Jewish crows
ity. From there gion of the Decapolis. Jesus' actions and ms

hye. went to Beth- to have an impact on large numbers of Gentiles.
s andbhto compassionately minister to non-Jews was vy
Caesarea Philippi Mark's primarily Roman audience.

Here he talked 8:1-3 Do you ever feel that God is s0 busy W=
with his disciples cerns that he can't possibly be aware of your pess™
about his authority was concerned about these people's need for 5
and coming cerned about our daily needs. At another time
events. not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat? or ‘What' s

‘What shall we wear? . . . your heavenly Father
need them” (Matthew 6:31, 32). Do you have
think would not interest God? There is nothing o2

handle and no need too small to escape his in==s

the people, and they did so.
them also and told the disci
satisfied. Afterward the discs
were left over.x 9About four
away, 10he got into the boat w=
tha.

Religious Leaders Ask for a Sign
(106/Matthew 16:1-4)

11The Pharisees came and
for a sign from heaven.y 12He
ask for a miraculous sign? I
he left them, got back into the

Jesus Warns against Wrong Te
(107/Matthew 16:5-12)

14The disciples had forg
them in the boat. 15*Be care!
the Phariseesé and that of H:

16They discussed this with
bread.”

17 Aware of their discussion.
ing no bread? Do you still not
you have eyes but fail to see.
19When I broke the five loa:
pieces did you pick up?”

“Twelve,”? they replied.

20“And when I broke the
fuls of pieces did you pick up™

They answered, “Seven.”=

21He said to them, “Do you=

Jesus Restores Sight to a Blinc
(108)
22They came to Bethsaida.=
Jesus to touch him. 28He took
village. When he had spit”
asked, “Do you see anything"
24He looked up and said. “T
250nce more Jesus put his

== this passage symbolizes evil. Just as only 2 s

=rsees had tried to explain away Jesus' previcus
» s=ming they were done by luck, coincidence, or =
=y demanded a sign from heaven — something o
2 Jssus refused their demand because he knew 2
= o miracle would not convince them. They had 2-
= not to believe. Hearts can become so hard that
convincing facts and demonstrations will not

==ations the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod, whis:
2o0ut the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducess.
=2 mostly non-Jews, would have known abou
n=cessarily about the Jewish religious sect of =
Tus Mark quoted the part of Jesus' statement izt =
understand. This reference to Herod may mean &
= 37oup of Jews who supported the king. Many Hesaai
Sadducees

w==st s needed to make a batch of bread rise, so e
=ss of the religious and political leaders could




Themes

a) Bread (6:35-44, 8:1-10, 6:52, 7:2, 27, 8:14-21)

b) Hardness of Heart (6:52)
c) Climax: Peter’s declaration: “You are the Christ”(8:27-29)

The Faith of a Syrophoenician Woman (Mark 7:24-7:30)
1) Tyre (Syrian Phoenicia, modern Lebanon)
2) Parable

a) κυναρίοις – “little dog” or household pet, belongs to the house, fed in the house
b) χορτασθῆναι - to fill or satisfy
i) This word is only used in Mark in two other places: Mark 6:42 and Mark 8:4,8

3) What is this discussion about?  What does this woman grasp in her understanding?

a) Not taking children’s bread: Priority of Israel, but not to the exclusion of Gentiles

b) Jesus’ ministry first to the Jews, but also to the Gentiles

The Healing of a Deaf and Mute Man (Mark 7:31-37)
1) Unique story in Mark

2) Back to the Decapolis

a) Long 
120
 mile journey (Tyre ( Sidon ( Decapolis) to heal one person !
3) Only Jesus can loosen the tongue and allow the deaf to hear
a) Prefigures opening of deaf and blind eyes of disciples

b) Fulfillment of Isaiah 35:5-6
c) Declaration: “He has done everything well”
Jesus Feeds the Four Thousand (Mark 8:1-10)
	
	Feeding of the 5000 (Mark 6:31-44)
	Feeding of the 4000 (Mark 8:1-9)

	Provisions 
	5 loaves & 2 fish
	7 loaves and small fish

	When
	Springtime? (“green grass”)
	No season mentioned

	Initiator
	Disciples tell Jesus to send them home
	Jesus asks disciples to provide

	How long
	Been with Jesus 1 day
	Been with Jesus 3 days

	How many 
	5000 men
	4000 people

	Ethnicity
	Jews
	Jews and Gentiles

	Grouping
	People in groups of hundreds and fifties
	People just sat “on the ground”

	Background 
	Uprising ? (John 6:15)
	No mention of uprising

	Leftovers
	12 baskets (κοφίνων)
	7 baskets (σπυρίδας)

	Reference 
	Mark 8:19
	Mark 8:20


The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (Mark 8:11-21)
1) Pharisees want a sign to show that Jesus has God’s authority to do these things

2) Why does Jesus not give them a sign?
i) Faith that demands proof is not faith, only doubt

3) Jesus fires several reminder questions to his own disciples (7 questions).  Why?
a) Disciples haven’t rejected Jesus like the Pharisees or Herod, but still not understanding

b) Disciples have forgotten the miracles.  Hardness of Heart
The Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26)
1) Unique story in Mark
2) Juxtaposition of disciples 
 blindness
 and the 
blind
 man

3) Only miracle that occurs in 
2
 stages unique to Mark
4) Why is he healed in stages?

a) Process of revelation: Compare 8:17 and 8:23
b) Like disciples: non-understanding ( misunderstanding ( understanding

Peter's Confession of Christ (Mark 8:27-30)
1) Caesarea Philippi (Gentile land again) – foot of Mt. Hermon, source of the Jordan R.

a) First declaration by humans that Jesus is the Christ (since Mark 1:1)

b)  “On the way”

2) “But what about you?”

a) Compare to 6:14-15 (Herod Antipas and others)
b) Who do you say I am?  Personal confession

c) “You are the Christ”(8:27-29)

