CBCM Winter Sunday School

January 17, 2010

Witness to Jews

Mark 6:6-7:23

Pre-Class Reflection

· Think of a time when God turned something ordinary in your life into something extraordinary.

· Think of a time when you were “straining at the oars” (Mk 6:48) and God appeared to take control.  
Review

· Next Week (1/24/10): Quiz #1: 5 questions + memory verse (Mark 10:45)
· Last week: Review - Mark 4:35-6:6
· Storms and Spiritual Conflict

· Jesus Calms the Storm

· Disciples accuse Jesus of forsaking them

· Jesus rebukes the seas
· Disciples amazed ask, “Who is this?”

· Jesus and the Demoniac

· Unclean setting

· Legion

· Locals tell Jesus to leave because of fear

· Sickness: Sandwich (A-B-A)

· Ruler of the synagogue (Jairus) falls to Jesus feet

· Woman with discharge – faith
· Jairus’ daughter raised
· Not-So-Welcome Nazareth Homecoming

OVERVIEW

1) 2-part Series !
a) This week: 
Witness to Jews 
(Mark 6:6-7:23)

b) Next week: 
Witness to Gentiles 
(Mark 7:24-8:30)


2) Setting

a) Mark 6:14-8:30 - Jesus withdrawing beyond the borders of Galilee

b) Northwest shore of the sea of Galilee

3) Structure

i) Sandwich (A-B-A) (Mark 6:6-29)
ii) Parallelism: Jesus repeating the sequence of acts and teaching (Mark 6:30-8:30)

	(1)
	Parallels
	(2)

	6:31-44
	Feeding of the Multitude
	8:1-9

	6:45-56
	Crossing of the Sea and Landing
	8:10

	7:1-23
	Conflict with the Pharisees
	8:11-13

	7:24-30
	Conversation about Bread
	8:14-21

	7:31-36
	Healing
	8:22-26

	7:37
	Confession of Faith
	8:27-30


4) Themes

a) Bread (6:35-44, 8:1-10, 6:52, 7:2, 27, 8:14-21)

b) Hardness of Heart (6:52) – failure to understand, failure to see, failure to hear
c) Climax: Peter’s declaration: “You are the Messiah”(8:27-29)

Jesus Sends Out the Twelve (Mark 6:6-13)

6b Then Jesus went around teaching from village to village. 7Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. 8These were his instructions: "Take nothing for the journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in your belts. 9Wear sandals but not an extra tunic. 10Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town. 11And if any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave, as a testimony against them."  12They went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them.

1) Sandwich (A-B-A): Mark 6:6-29
2) Leaving Nazareth, Jesus now going “village to village”

a) Apostles – “sent out”
i) Disciples CV/record - shaky at best, seems premature, not adequately prepared
ii) Jesus sends them anyway. 
iii) Jesus’ ministry: preaching, driving out demons, and anointing/healing sick people
b) Why are they told to bring little for their journey (v.8)?

i) Trust in God (depends on God), leave behind anything that might be an encumbrance
ii) They must depend solely on the presence and promise of Christ

iii) Similar to Exodus
John the Baptist Beheaded (Mark 6:14-30)

14King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known. Some were saying, "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him."15Others said, "He is Elijah." And still others claimed, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago."16But when Herod heard this, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!"

17For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. 18For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 19So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled; yet he liked to listen to him. 21Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. The king said to the girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 23And he promised her with an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom."

24She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" "The head of John the Baptist," she answered.

25At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: "I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter."

26The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb.  

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught.
1) Flashback of John the Baptist’s imprisonment (Mark 1:14)
a) News of Jesus widespread: Everyone talking about Jesus
b) Many questions of who he is: (looks forward to Mark 8:27-28): John the Baptist?  Elijah?  Prophet?
2) Herodian dynasty (see chart)
a) Herod the Great – 10 wives
i) Idumeans (Edomite)

b) Palestine: Tetrarchy – after Herod’s death ( kingdom divided amongst sons

i) 4 rulers not entirely correct

ii) Archelaus - Idumaea, Judaea and Samaria, and the title of Ethnarch 
iii) Herod Antipas - Galilee and Perea. 
iv) Philip - northern part of Herod’s kingdom (Iturea and Trachonitis)

c) Herod Antipas (4BC-39AD) - Tetrarch of Galilee and Perea

i) 7th son
ii) First wife = Aretas daughter of the king of Nabatea, 
(1) Divorces her to be with Herodias (Later conflict where Nabatea defeats Herod)
iii) Second wife = Herodias (His niece)
iv) Tiberias (Capital of Herod’s land) on site of Jewish cemetery

d) Herodias 

i) Daughter of Aristobulus (who was murdered by his dad), and granddaughter of Herod the Great
ii) First Husband = Herod Philip (Herod Antipas’ brother)

(1) Mother of Salome
iii) Second Husband: Herod Antipas
(1) John the Baptist challenged the legitimacy of her position

3) Beheading of John the Baptist

a) “Up to half my kingdom” (figure of speech)

b) Weakness of political rule of Herod

i) Could not disappoint officials or Herodias
ii) Official public word given
c) Foreshadowing of Jesus’s own death

i) Political vacillating tyrants (Pilate and Herod Antipas) and corruption
ii) Victims were righteous

4) Sandwich A-B-A:
a) A: Disciples sent out

b) B: John the Baptist Beheaded

c) A: Disciples Return (Mark 6:6-29)

d) Why do you think Mark has the story of John’s beheading in the middle of the disciple’s first mission ministry?

i) Cost of Discipleship (a look forward to Mark 8:34) and Death
ii) Martyrdom and Mission – no chance to eat
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (Mark 6:30-45)

30The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and taught. 31Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place.
33But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.  35By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. "This is a remote place," they said, "and it's already very late. 36Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to eat."37But he answered, "You give them something to eat." They said to him, "That would take eight months of a man's wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and give it to them to eat?" 38"How many loaves do you have?" he asked. "Go and see."When they found out, they said, "Five—and two fish." 39Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40So they sat down in groups of hundreds and fifties. 41Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42They all ate and were satisfied, 43and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44The number of the men who had eaten was five thousand.  45Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd.
1) Tired apostles from the mission ministry

a) Drained from work and Discouraged from the death of John
b) Commune and retreat with Jesus on a boat to a “solitary place”

c) No chance to eat
d) After tiring work, Jesus calls the disciples to a time of retreat (“solitary place”) and rest.  But their plans are interrupted with more to do.  Has this happened ever happened to you?  How do you respond?
2) Crowds followed him

a) “Sheep without a shepherd”
b) Jesus began to teach

3) Feeding of the 5000 (account in all 4 gospels) – 31:55 VIDEO
a) Available resources: 5 fish and 2 bread loaves
b) Disciples focused on what they lacked

i) Denarius was a day’s wages for a laborer – 200 would be 200 days ($7.25 x 8 x 200 = $11600)
c) Jesus focused on what they had
4) People were in the wilderness

a) Compare to Herod’s banquet 

b) Organized into groups
c) 5000 men 

d) Sitting on the green grass (springtime)
5) Feeding

a) All ate and were satisfied
b) Gathered fragments of the meal

i) Baskets or panniers – kophinos

ii) Little bread fragments that can be carried by one man
iii) Everything is saved.  Able to be used later

6) Immediate dismissal

a) See John 6:15.

b) Revolutionary Crowd?

i) Freedom movement of the Zealots in Galilee 
(1) Resistance against Roman (the Zealots)

ii) Populist movement wanting a leader

(1) Could the crowd be anticipating a military leader?

(2) John 6:15 – they wanted to make Jesus king by force

iii) Dismisses disciples quick – so they don’t get caught up in any messianic revolutionary fervor

c) Jesus goes to pray

Jesus Walks on the Water (Mark 6:45-56)

45Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46After leaving them, he went up on a mountainside to pray.  47When evening came, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. About the fourth watch of the night he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49but when they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50because they all saw him and were terrified. Immediately he spoke to them and said, "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 51Then he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely amazed, 52for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 53When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret and anchored there. 54As soon as they got out of the boat, people recognized Jesus. 55They ran throughout that whole region and carried the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went—into villages, towns or countryside—they placed the sick in the marketplaces. They begged him to let them touch even the edge of his cloak, and all who touched him were healed.

1) Disciples
a) Heading towards Bethsaida
b) Fourth Watch (3:00-6:00am) – Roman designation of time
i) Late Late Late

c) “Straining at the oars” (another one of those Galilean gusts)

2) Jesus walking on the water about to pass them by: Jesus’ divinity 

a) Job 9:8,11 

b) Similar to when God passes by Moses

3) Disciples’ response

a) Amazement and hardness of heart. What were the disciples not understanding?  

i) Amazement is not faith

ii) Fascination and wonder or interest is not faith

4) Landed in Gennesaret
a) When was the last time you were “straining at the oars” when you saw God “appear” and take control?  What has God taught you through the experience?  (SHARING)
Clean and Unclean (Mark 7:1-23)

1The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus and 2saw some of his disciples eating food with hands that were "unclean," that is, unwashed. 3(The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a ceremonial washing, holding to the tradition of the elders. 4When they come from the marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other traditions, such as the washing of cups, pitchers and kettles.)

5So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked Jesus, "Why don't your disciples live according to the tradition of the elders instead of eating their food with 'unclean' hands?"

6He replied, "Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites; as it is written:

" 'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.7They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.' 8You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men."

9And he said to them: "You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God in order to observe[g] your own traditions! 10For Moses said, 'Honor your father and your mother,' and, 'Anyone who curses his father or mother must be put to death.'[i] 11But you say that if a man says to his father or mother: 'Whatever help you might otherwise have received from me is Corban' (that is, a gift devoted to God), 12then you no longer let him do anything for his father or mother. 13Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And you do many things like that."

14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15Nothing outside a man can make him 'unclean' by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a man that makes him 'unclean.' "
17After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 18"Are you so dull?" he asked. "Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can make him 'unclean'? 19For it doesn't go into his heart but into his stomach, and then out of his body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods "clean.")

 20He went on: "What comes out of a man is what makes him 'unclean.' 21For from within, out of men's hearts, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.' "
1) The Law

a) Torah – 

 law

b) Tradition of the elders - 

 law – how to follow the written law, practical aspects of adherence

i) Pharisees accepted oral law as equally authoritative 

ii) The Mishnah called the oral interpretation “ a fence around the Torah” 
2) Foods, Cleansing, and what pleases God

a) Corban 
i) “offering” – practice of devoting goods to the Lord as an offering (Lev 27:28, Num 18:14)

ii) When he is alive, he can do with it as he pleases, but not obligated to support his parents

iii) When the offerer dies, the goods are passed to the temple
3) Jesus declares all foods clean

a) Supercedes the Torah (similar to his talk about the Sabbath)

b) Details

i) Evil acts

ii) Evil attitudes

