January 10, 2010

English Winter Sunday School

“Who Is This?”

Mark 4:35-6:6

1) Class Stuff: 

a) Change in quiz date to 1/24/10
b) Online notes: http://ced.cbcm.org/mark.htm 
2) Review
a) Ministry in Galilee (Capernaum): Authority (Mark 2:1-3:12)

i) 5 conflicts with authority

ii) Plot to kill Jesus begins
b) Highlights (Mark 3:13-4:34)

i) Appointing 12 apostles (on the mountain) (Mark 3:13-19)

(1) To be with him (disciples & discipleship) – relationship first, then task

(2) To be sent out (apostles) to preach and drive out demons

(3) Diverse group of apostles
ii) Family tensions:  Sandwich (A–B–A) (Mark 3:20-35)

(1) Opposition by own family
(2) Opposition by authorities

(3) Family

(a) Discipleship – being in God’s presence and doing His will

(b) Not proximity or blood or family relationship

iii) Parables about the Kingdom of God (Mark 4:1-34)

Storms and Spiritual Conflict

Jesus Calms the Storm

1) Galilean Fishing Boat
2) The Sea of Galilee

a) Furious squalls.  Life-threatening storm
b) Disciples left to their own resources: struggling and in deep trouble

3) Jesus sleeps in the storm: What does this say about Jesus?
i) He is tired (humanity) from ministry

ii) He is calm (God)

4) What do the disciples accuse Jesus of?  Have you ever accused God of forsaking you?

i) Accuse Jesus of forsaking them
ii) Mark letting his Roman readers, who were going thru persecution, know that God is not indifferent to their suffering

5) Jesus rebukes the seas (Gk. ἐπιτιμάω) (see Psalm 107:23-32)
i) Always occurs in the context of an exorcism in Mark

ii) Recurs when Peter rebukes Jesus

iii) Usually the story is known as Jesus stilling nature, or a nature miracle

(1) But the language speaks of Jesus overpowering something demonic (Satan and his demons?)

6) Disciples end with a greater 
fear
 than before

a) Humans asking questions: Who is this?
b) What lesson(s) can we learn from Jesus calming the storm?

Jesus and the demoniac

1) Gentile Country !!!!

a) Unclean area: Decapolis – 10 separate cities grouped together by language, culture

b) Unclean man (unclean spirit)
c) Unclean area (tombs) (Num 19:11-14)

d) Unclean animals (swineherd) (Lev 11:7, Deut 14:8)

2) Demoniac

a) Disintegration of personality
b) “Legion” - Roman legion – 5600 soldiers
c) What do we learn about demons and their purpose in possession?
i) Destruction (Self-destruction) of hosts

3) Jesus’s authority

a) Demoniac falls to Jesus feet
b) Jesus’ words force demons out

4) Local people and the loss of property

a) Drowned swineherds: What do we learn about what is important to God?

i) For God, people are more important than assets

b) What is similar between the responses of the disciples in the previous story and these locals in this?

i) Both end in 
fear

5) Jesus did not allow the man to follow.  Why? And why does Jesus allow this man to speak, unlike others?  
i) Gentile – no false presumptions of the Messiah
(1) The healed man is a testimony in the Decapolis

(2) Jesus sent to the Jews first, his ministry early on is to them

ii) Jesus calls himself Lord

Sickness

1) Galilee (Jewish land)

2) Sandwich (A-B-A) – Jairus’ daughter story A - Woman story B - Jairus’ daughter A
a) Ruler of the synagogue (Jairus) falls to Jesus feet

b) Woman with menstrual discharge x 10 years !!!

i)  Unclean
 & anyone who touches her (Lev. 15:19-28).  Couldn’t enter temple & had to warn public

ii) What is significant about Jesus wishing to see who touched him?
(1) Discipleship is 
following
 Jesus, not just getting our needs met.  

(2) Being in the 
presence
 of Jesus

(a) Healed Woman: Fear (Falls to Jesus feet) ( 
Faith




(b) Contrast with disciples in boat and Decapolis: Fear ( Fear (not Faith yet)

(3) Restoration: Outcast from society ( Family of God (“daughter”)
c) Jairus’ daughter

i) What is important about what Jesus says, when news gets to Jairus about his daughter’s death?
(1) Immediate bad news

(2) Focus on Jesus himself, not the circumstances

ii) Professional mourners
 
(1) Don’t bother & Touching a dead person makes one 
unclean
 (Lev. 22:4; Num. 19:11)

(2) Mourners were amazed, but no 
faith
 (just like the Decapolis crowd, and even disciples)
3) Why the sandwich of these 2 stories? 
	Similarities
	Differences

	Both were victims of desperate circumstances, only hope in Jesus
	Age



	
	Ruler of synagogue vs. woman (outcast)

	Female, “Daughter”
	Face to face vs. approach from behind

	Touch of Jesus
	Must have faith like the woman

	Jesus met by rebukes
	

	Jesus comes in contact with the unclean
	


Not-So-Welcome Homecoming
1) Hometown: Nazareth
a) Earlier tensions with own family: Where did this man get these things? 

b) Jesus will not force his miracles on a hostile, skeptical audience.
2) Section begins and ends with the question: Who is this?
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