5 Conflicts with Authorities (Mark 2:1-3:6)
	Text
	Trigger (Point of Conflict)
	Accusations against Jesus
	Jesus’ Response
	What does Jesus say about his identity?

	Take Home Lesson

	Mark 2:1-12

Jesus Heals a Paralytic


	“Son, your sins are forgiven.”

(Forgiveness)
	Blasphemy (deserving death in the OT) – 
Claiming to be God
(Jesus was declaring he had the function or authority that was God’s alone, thus claiming he was God)

	Recognized their questioning hearts and brought it to the surface
Answered them

Showed kindness

	Son of Man
· Authority to forgive sins

· Authority to heal

· Healing confirms his authority to forgive.
	Jesus addresses all our needs (spiritual and physical)
Jesus forgives

	Mark 2:15-17

The Calling of Levi
	Eating with tax collectors and “sinners”
	Guilt by association (with the ‘unclean’)   
	Jesus comes to call the “sinners”, not the “righteous.”  
Jesus initiates the fellowship: Forgives and fellowships with sinners


	Doctor
· Heal the sick.  
· Making “calls” on people 
	For Jesus and for us, there is no segmentation or favoritism in our social life.
The church likewise is a hospital for the sick, not the healthy.

	Mark 2:18-22

Jesus Questioned About Fasting
	No Fasting
	Pharisees
Jesus and disciples are not doing the works of God (i.e. fasting).  
Not religious enough in “doing good”
	Since Jesus is here, now is a time of celebration.  

Nothing wrong with fasting.  People will fast when Jesus leaves
	Illustration:

Bridegroom.

· Wedding feast: 7 day celeb (food, wine, fun, dance) – family & friends 

· In OT, Israel’s lover & husband is God Himself (Isa 5:1, 54:5-6, 62:4-5, Eze 16:6-8, Hos 2:19)  

· Jesus to be taken away (Mk 2:20) (points to cross)
New patch of unshrunk cloth – would tear the old garment

New wine - burst the skins of the former.

	Jesus changes everything, breaks down old paradigms
Relationship of Jesus (of Christianity) to “tradition of the elders”.  

· Jesus is not an addition. 

· He is new. Only new things can adjust for new things.  The old system cannot contain the new. 
· Jesus’ arrival changes everything.


	Mark 2:23-28

Lord of the Sabbath


	Picking heads of grain on the Sabbath
	Breaking the Sabbath by harvesting (which is working)
	Precedent of David.  
The Sabbath is not meant to confine and limit.  
Torah should not be a burden but an aid or guardian.


	Royal line of David

Son of Man

Lord of the Sabbath

	Sabbath is given to us as a gift and not to confine him.  
When Sundays become a chore instead of a gift, we need to reevaluate: are we coming to a service, a meeting, and event? Or do we come to meet the Lord of the Sabbath?



	Mark 3:1-6

Jesus Heals Man with a Shriveled Hand
	Walking into the synagogue & Healing on the Sabbath
	Pharisees and Herodians:
Healing on the

Sabbath is illegal

Plotting to kill Jesus begins
	Do good or do nothing (evil)

Save life or kill (be silent)

Jesus angry and deeply distressed at their silence and hardness of heart.
	Healer and Compassionate
· You can do good on the Sabbath.  “Love God and one's neighbor”, even on the Sabbath
· Irony: On the Sabbath, Jesus accused of doing good. Pharisees doing evil (3:6)

· Doing good does not violate OT law, but it does violate the extrabiblical Pharisaic tradition.
	Jesus does not segment life, where Sunday is the Lord’s and every other day is ours.  We can and should love all the time.


