English Winter Sunday School

February 14, 2010

Jerusalem
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Mark 11-13

Overview

1. Ministry in Jerusalem

a. The Fig Tree and the Temple 
(Mark 11)

b. Conflicts at the Temple 

(Mark 12)

c. End of the Age 


(Mark 13)

2. The Passion



(Mark 14-15)

3. The Resurrection 


(Mark 16)

JERUSALEM
1. Entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:1-11)







(DAY 1)
a. Markan Perspective: Restraint
i. Remember: 
Servant
 and 
Secrecy
 Motif

b. Waves of pilgrims: giving the greeting of ‘Hosanna’ to everyone going to Jerusalem (Ps 118:25-26)
c. Anticlimactic (v.11)

2. Another 
Sandwich



a. A: Unproductive Fig Tree (Mark 11:12-14)





(DAY 2) 
b. B: Jesus clears the Temple (Mark 11:15-19)
i. Herod’s Temple: 3rd Temple (after Solomon’s and Zerubbabel (Ezra)
ii. Temple Areas

1. Sanctuary

a. Court of the Priests: Main Temple 
(Priests only)

b. Court of Israel 



(Circumcised Jewish males only)

c. Court of the Women


(Jewish women)

2. Court of the 
Gentiles



a. Wall (Soreq) separating Court of the Gentiles and Sanctuary

b. Merchants selling sheep and doves for sacrifice

c. Money exchange (to change currency) to pay the temple tax

d. Why is Jesus so furious?
c. A: Withered Fig Tree (Mark 11:20-25)






(DAY 3)
i. Fig trees in the OT (
Judgment

)

1. Israel’s standing before God (Jer 8:13, 29:17, Hos 9:10, 9:16, Joel 1:7, Micah 7:1-6)

2. Fruitlessness of Jewish rituals and legalism

ii. Why the sandwich?

1. Withered Fig Tree = Judgment of God on Israel (Hos 2:12, Isa 34:4)

2. Mark 13:1-2

a. Magnificence of the Temple

i. Israel has not brought out real fruit of righteousness.  Fruitless rituals.

ii. Faith not in the temple or its fantastic furnishings, but in Jesus

b. Destruction of the Temple in 70 AD by Roman legions
CONFLICT WITH THE AUTHORITIES
Mark 11:27-12:44
1. The Authority of Jesus Questioned 
(Mark 11:27-33) – Sanhedrin (Chief priests, teachers of the law and elders)

2. The Parable of the Tenants 

(Mark 12:1-12)

3. Paying Taxes to Caesar 

(Mark 12:13-17) – Pharisees and Herodians

4. Marriage at the Resurrection 
(Mark 12:18-27) – Sadducees

5. The Greatest Commandment 
(Mark 12:28-34) – Teachers of the law (Scribes)

6. Whose Son Is the Christ? 

(Mark 12:35-40)

7. The Widow's Offering 

(Mark 12:41-44)
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END OF THE AGE

Mark 13
1. Upcoming “storms” 
a. Things to come
i. Jesus preparing his disciples (and us) for persecution and trouble
· False “Christs” and prophets

· Wars and Rumors of Wars

· Conflicts

· Natural Disasters: Earthquakes and Famines 

· Persecutions

· Trials

· Gospel must first be preached to all nations

· Family Divisions and Betrayals

· Hated by others

· Deceiving Signs and Miracles

· Sun and Moon darkened, Stars falling, Heavenly bodies shaken

ii. Glory

1. Son of Man coming in clouds 

2. Angels sent to collect the elect

b. Intertwined passages
i.  
Destruction

 of Jerusalem and the Temple (70 AD)
ii. Second 
Coming
 of Christ

1. Great Tribulation and the Son of Man coming in glory
2. “On Account of Me”

a. Just as Jesus suffered (Mark 10:45)
b. We will suffer (Mark 8:34b-35)
2. Get Ready!
a. Watch Out!  Be on Guard! (vv. 5, 9, 23, 33, 35)
b. As Christians, how are we to be ready? 
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