Prologue

Mark 1:1-13

CONFESSION

· Opening statement confessional

JOHN THE BAPTIST

1) Fulfillment of prophecy ( fulfillment of the promised good news (Exod 23:20, Mal 3:1, Isa 40:3)

2) Why was John the Baptist necessary to “prepare the way”?   What kind of “way” is it?

3) John – “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins”

a) Confession of sins and baptism in the Jordan River
i)  
Wilderness

      motif or the “desert region”.  What does it represent?

(a) Wilderness of Mt. Sinai (Exod 15:22)

(b) Wilderness of hope (Jer 2:2-3, Hos 2:14)

(c) Calling people to the wilderness: “new Exodus”
ii) Baptism

iii) Man of the wilderness

(1) Camel’s hair clothing, Leather Belt, Locusts (ok in Lev 11:22), Wild Honey
(2) Fulfilling of prophecy (Elijah)
(3) Pointing to Christ “one more powerful”

BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS

1) What is the difference between the baptism of the people and Jesus’ baptism?

2) Jewish tradition of the coming of God’s kingdom

a) Heavens opened above (Gk. Schizein)
b) Spirit’s descent (Gk. “the Spirit was descending into him)

c) Heavenly voice: “You are my Son”, compare to “You are my servant” (Isa 42:1)

i) Authority given and declared to act for God and act by God

ii) Confirmation of Jesus Sonship

3) Spirit sends Jesus into the desert: Temptation (Satan as adversary) and “    wild
   animals
”

4) Ministering angels

The Ministry Begins

Mark 1:14-15 

PROCLAIMING THE GOOD NEWS
· Gospel proclaimed after adversity (John the Baptist’s imprisonment)
· The time has come (καιρός or kairos)
· The kingdom of God is near.  
· Repent and believe the good news

CALLING THE DISCIPLES
1) Sea of Galilee
a) Largest freshwater lake in Israel
b) 700 ft below sea level (lowest freshwater lake on Earth)
c) 16 ports: Fishing Industry
2) “Follow 
me
“    What’s unique about Jesus’ call of the disciples?

2 Days in the Life of Jesus

Mark 1:16-45

CAPERNAUM DAY #1
1) Capernaum – north shore of Galilee; fertile lands, economic prosperity
2)  
Authority
 motif - same to teach and to drive out demons

a) ἐξουσία (exousia)
i) Authority over scribes and teachers of the law

(1) Scribes – authority from the “
  tradition
 of the
elders”
(2) Jesus – authority from the 
Father

 (see 
baptism
 of Jesus)

ii) Authority over demons

b) Note:  In Mark, the emphasis is on Jesus the teacher, not as much of what he teaches
i) The  
person

 of Jesus > subject of his teaching

3) Healing diseases and the demon-possessed

a) Whole town started coming
b) News of the miracles/healings >  >  > proclamation of the kingdom of God
The Command to Silence:  The  
Secrecy

 motif
1) Irony of Jesus identity

a) Humans question, “Who is Jesus?” (Mark 1:27, 2:7, 4:41, 6:2, 6:14-16)

b) Demons answer (Mark 1:24, 1:34, 3:11, 5:7)

2) Why does Jesus seem to downplay the kingdom of God by forbidding the healed to make him known?
a)  False

‘Messiah’  
expectations


b) The 
Servant

 of the Lord (Isa 42:3, 49:1-6;  Ps 17:8, 27:5)
i) Restraint and humbleness, hidden
ii) The real message of the 
kingdom
 of 
God

iii) The gospel cannot be coerced or overwhelmed by miracles

iv) 'Not by might nor by power, but by my 
Spirit

,' says the LORD Almighty. (Zech 4:6)
c) Pointing ultimately to the 
cross


i) All speculations about Jesus so far are premature

CAPERNAUM DAY #2
1) “
Solitary
 place” = wilderness (eremos) (same as 1:4, 1:12).  Jesus prays in dark and lonely places
a) 3 prayers in Mark: Capernaum (1:35-39), Mountainside (6:45-47), Gethsemane (14:32-42)
Questions

b) Why was it important for Jesus to pray?  Why the particular setting?

c) “Everyone is looking for you!”  Why were people looking for Jesus?  How does Jesus respond?  What can we learn practically for our own lives from Jesus here?
NEARBY VILLAGE

1) Leprosy – infectious skin disease

a) Lepers had to stay 50 paces away and call out, “Unclean, Unclean!” when approaching 

b) No health, no community and worship in community, no names, no family, no fellowship

2) Jesus was filled with 
compassion

 (σπλαγχνίζομαι - to be moved as to one's bowels (the bowels were thought to be the seat of love and pity), hence to be moved with 
compassion

)
a) Reached out his hand and 
touched
 the man 
b) The leper and Jesus 
traded

 places

i) The leper reentered into community

ii) Jesus and his disciples were forced to stay in the outskirts
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