Stewardship - Tithing
“Tithe” is an old English word meaning “Tenth.”  A tithe is a tenth of one’s income
Some History
I. Patriarchs

A. Abraham – Gen.14:  earliest record of tithing

      Abram rescues his nephew Lot, who had been captured by an invading army.  He gave 1/10

      of their spoils to Melchizaek, Priest of the Most High (Christ)
B. Jacob’s Dream during a time of poverty
Gen 28:20-22 – Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me in this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that I return safely to my father’s house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar will be God’s house, and all of that you give me I will give you a tenth.”

II. Moses and the Law

Verses      

      Leviticus 27:30-33 – ‘A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain from the soil or fruit     

                                          from the tree belongs to the Lord ‘

      Numbers 18:26 – ‘When you receive from the Israelites that tithe I give you as your inheritance,




you must present a tenth of that tithe as the Lord’s offering.’
            Other OT references: 2 Chronicles 31:5, Nehemiah 10-34-37, 12:44, 13:12, Malachi 3:8-10

III. New Testament
A. Luke 18:11-13 – Tithing is a responsibility
1. Pharisee denies himself to be a sinner, basis was his fasting and tithes

2. Tax collector recognizes himself as a sinner, disclaims himself of all merit.  

B.  Paul taught proportionate giving
      I Cor 16:2 – ‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 


                keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to 


                be made.’
C.  Give with devotion
      1 Timothy 6:17: "Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put  


their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides 


us with everything for their enjoyment.”

      Philippians 4:17: "Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your 


account.”
4 Types of Giving
1.
Cheerful tithe – follows OTC to instruct them in giving cheerfully, without submission to authority

2.
Cheerful Spirit-led – follows NTC to instruct them in their giving and cheerfully and willingly submit 




          themselves to that authority

3.
Un-cheerful tithe – tithing is right, but generally struggles or don’t give with OTC provisions

4.
Un-cheerful Spirit-led – This believes free-will is right, but struggle or don’t give with NTC provisions

