CBCM Summer Sunday School

July 5, 2009

How Should We Pray?

Luke 11:1-4

One day Jesus was praying in a certain place.  When he finished, one of his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples."  He said to them, “When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not into temptation.”
1) Father - God as  
SOURCE

2) Hallowed be your name - God as  
SACRED

3) Your kingdom come - God as  
SOVEREIGN

· The Kingdom of God

· Praying for the advance of the gospel, the salvation of the lost

· Heaven – exaltation of God, worship of Christ, dominance of holiness: 
· “Bringing heaven down”
· No indifference to evil

· Cannot be indifferent to evil or resigned to a passive attitude of the way things are

· Sharing the passion of God and the Spirit of God to feel the way He feels.  

· Prayer is worship.  A passion for His glory.

· “The prayer of a Christian is not an attempt to force God’s hand, 
but a humble acknowledgment of helplessness and dependence.” (J.I. Packer)

4) Give us each day our daily bread - God as our 

SUPPLIER

Promise:
 The Lord will not allow the righteous to hunger (Prov. 10:3)

As thy days, so shall thy strength be (Deut .33:25)

5) Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us - God as  our 
SAVIOR

Promise: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:9)

6) Lead us not into temptation - God as our 
SAFETY

Promise: No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; 
he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, 
he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. (1 Cor. 10:13)

Conclusion


· God has intimately involved us in His kingdom and for His glory

· We bring our specific needs in prayer to hang on His promises.

Questions

1) Why is the advancement of God’s kingdom important in shaping how we pray?

2) How can knowing God’s promises help us in how we pray?  Any examples from your life?
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