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CBCM Summer Sunday School 2009

Theme: Bible Study 
June 7, 2009
The Word of God in Spiritual Growth

John MacArthur

Purpose: The Role of Scripture in Spiritual Growth

1) Sanctification

"Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.  For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.  (John 17:17-19, NASB)
i) Jesus: εγω αγιαζω εμαυτον (“I sanctify myself”)

(1) To be sanctified = To be 
separated
  from sin
(2) Key to sanctification is to know and obey the 
truth
, the revealed will and word of God

ii) Who?

(1)      Jesus’
 sanctification was perfect 
obedience
 to the will of God 

(a) "My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me (John 4:34)

(b) Other references: John 5:19, 5:30, 6:38, 7:18, 8:28-29, 14:31

(c) Jesus used Scripture to reply against temptation

(d) Perfect Sanctification - Flawless obedience from the 
heart
 to the 
will
 of God known and understood perfectly
(2) We      are sanctified in the truth

iii) Scripture and sanctification
(1) That which sets apart the Lord Jesus Christ is what sets apart the believer: The    Word    of God  .
(2) Scripture
 is the source of all sanctifying truth, and describes all other gracious means for sanctification 

(3) But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:14-17)  

iv) Definition: Sanctification:     A progressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives    (from Systematic Theology by Wayne Gruden)



2) Three Categories (or Stages) of Spiritual Development

1 John 2:12-14

12I write to you, dear children, because your sins have been forgiven on account of his name.

13I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.

    I write to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.

    I write to you, dear children, because you have known the Father.

14I write to you, fathers, because you have known him who is from the beginning.  

    I write to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of God lives in you, and you have overcome the evil one.

i) Little
  Children


(1) Parental

 Recognition

(a) Like attachment of parent and child, its regulated more by   trust
 than understanding

(2) Spiritual “child” – immature, unable to grasp the depth, the “meat” of truth
ii) Young
  Men
 
(1) Strength
  from the word of God.  

(2) Spiritual warfare is a battle of the mind, how people think (2 Cor 10:1-6)  

By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you—I, Paul, who am "timid" when face to face with you, but "bold" when away! I beg you that when I come I may not have to be as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that we live by the standards of this world. For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your obedience is complete. (2 Cor 10:1-6)

iii) Fathers


(1) Enthralled with God, wonder, love, praise, adoration, praise, passion for God, delight in Him

(2) That I may know Him (Php 3:10)
3) Conclusion
· The Word of God (Scripture) is essential in sanctification and spiritual growth.  As you embrace the truth, you progress spiritually.

· How we respond to Scripture tells us where our spiritual growth is.
4) Homework
i) On the blog (http://fivekeys.blogspot.com), answer this: How do you read and study the Bible?  
ii) Due by Saturday 6/13/09.  Use your first name and last initial.
5) Next Week: “How to Study the Word of God”
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