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“How Should We Pray?” (Part 1) by John MacArthur
Jesus’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4)
2 He said to them, "When you pray, say:

   " 'Father,

   hallowed be your name,

   your kingdom come.

 3 Give us each day our daily bread.

 4 Forgive us our sins,

      for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.

   And lead us not into temptation.' "

Some components of OT Jewish prayers:
· Love and praise (Ps 34:2)
· Gratitude and thanksgiving (Jonah 2:9)
· Affirmation and recognition of God’s holiness (Ps 77:13)
· Affirmation of one’s desire to obey/please God (Ps 119:172)
· Confession of sin and longing for a pure heart (Ps 26:6, Ps 51)
Jesus’s Prayer (Luke 11:2-4)
· A framework that provides a structure for prayer
1. “Father”

a. The nearness of a filial (parent-child) relationship

b. Matthew 7:9-11, John 20:17
Notes:

2. ”hallowed be your name”

a. More than a name

b. Recognition of God’s holiness, the respect required to enter into God’s presence

c. Psalm 9:10, Psalm 20:7

Notes:
Discussion
1. How did you learn to pray?
2. In prayer, we typically address God by a name that reflects his character or relationship to us. 
a. Can we ever be too casual or too formal? How do you approach God, who has an intimate relationship with us, yet maintain reverence?
3. “Father” is used 0 times in OT Scripture, but it appears numerous times throughout the NT.
a. If there were already many other titles for God – why introduce “Father”?
